
Smoke-free shelters can look great too 
 
Having a smoke-free policy in your apartment complex can make the inside of your 
buildings much nicer, but don’t forget the exterior. 
 

 

If you have ever seen people hanging around in front of a commercial building smoking, either alone 
or in small groups, you might have thought to yourself, “That looks terrible.” You’re not alone. 
Moreover, it isn’t very kind to your residents who do smoke and who do follow the rules to make them 
stand outside in all weather conditions. 
  
It’s possible to build a nice-looking, sheltered space for your smoking residents who want to obey non-
smoking policies. These shelters can enhance compliance, reduce unsightly activity and mess at your 
entryways, and generally make life more pleasant for residents and guests. A good shelter provides 
safe, secure, designated areas for smokers year-round and helps maintain a positive image for your 
commercial residential complex. Additionally, a shelter intentionally built for smoking can reduce fire 
hazards. 
  
Using a professional landscape architect or a firm that specializes in smoking shelters will help you 
create a smoking accommodation that integrates with both your exterior landscape design and your 
budget. Smoke-free facilities can be partially or fully enclosed, be of any size, and be engineered to 
resist damage from hail, wind, snow, and water. You can even add amenities to your shelter so it’s 
more comfortable and user-friendly. 
  
Incorporating a shelter into your multifamily residential complex doesn’t have to be fantastically 
expensive, either. Some companies offer kits that can be installed by a competent contractor or 
maintenance staff in a very short period of time. 
  
Maintaining a clean and safe multiunit residential building is always a challenge, and designated 
smoking areas can make it even more difficult. Consider the benefits of a thoughtfully designed 
smoking shelter. You might even be able to spotlight your accommodation as part of your apartment’s 
amenities. Both your smoking and your nonsmoking residents will appreciate your efforts! 
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